
Parallel Literature & Composition 1 
Syllabus 
2017-2018 

Instructor Information 
Instructor Email Office Location & Hours 

Carol Krueger ckrueger@ucityschools.org Room 103 – Plan 2nd & 7th 
hours 

General Information 

Description 
Literature & Composition modified and designed for students with special needs. This is a 9th 
grade level course which prepares the student for reading and writing in the secondary setting. 

Course Materials 

Required Materials 
For student success and academic improvement in the class, each student will need the 
following every day: 
Ÿ Chrome Book ( or similar) 
Ÿ Pencils with erasers or pens 
Ÿ Notebook paper 
Ÿ Folder for organization 

Objectives 
*Read, examine, and analyze various subgenres of literature (fiction and nonfiction stories, 
drama, and poetry) and informative texts; increase reading fluency. 
*Determine central themes of text and provide textual evidence to support their findings. 



*Analyze and identify plot structure, character development, and author’s purpose. 
*Produce writing with a structure that accommodates the topic by introducing interesting, 
thought provoking beginnings with a thesis statement that controls the essay, logical thought 
processes and clear supportive reasoning, and a concluding paragraph. 
>>>Google Classroom.  Weekly homework assignments, projects, and some daily work will be 
posted in Google Classroom. Students who turn in late must “share” it with the teacher, as the 
teacher will not know that it has been turned in. Homework and project assignments will also be 
posted in the room in a designated area where students may be able to see assignments they 
have missed. 
>>> Passes.  Per the school’s rules, no passes will be allowed the first 10 minutes or the last 10 
minutes of class. Students will need a pass to use to restroom, use the drinking fountain or for a 
quick locker visit. Other passes may be issued to students by the guidance office or other staff 
throughout the school year. 
  
>>>Grading Scale: 
 Advanced   4  100 
Proficient    3       85 
Basic           2   70 
Incomplete   1      50 
No Evidence 0    0 
  
  

Course Tentative Schedule 
Course Unit Schedule SEMESTER 1; Unit One: Media Literacy 
 Essential Questions: 
· How does media affect the way you shape your views of yourself and the world? 
 · How do people discern “real” and “fake” news? 
 Class Read: Various Informational Texts, Bronx Masquerade 
 Project Due: Editorial writing piece, Podcast/Webcast 
 Unit Two: Myths and Heroes Essential Questions: 
 · Why are myths retold and reinterpreted generation after generation? 
 · How do the characters and the struggles in mythology connect with modern life? · What drives 
people to do things that are difficult and/or dangerous? 
 Class Read: The Odyssey Project Due: tba 
SEMESTER 2: Unit Three: Rebellion, Relationships 
 Essential Questions: 
 · Why do people rebel? 
· Is rebellion the cause or result of conflict? 
· How do relationships influence individuals? 
Class Read: Romeo and Juliet 
 Project Due: tba 



 Unit Four: Oppression and Discrimination, Human Suffering 
 Essential Questions: 
· How do historical events impact literature? 
· How can a person’s background influence their view on the world? 
Class Read: -Non-fiction narratives and historical fiction of the Holocaust Project Due: tba 
Ethical Standards All works produced and turned in shall be your own and not other students’ or 
sources’ work being claimed as your own. Since it is difficult to determine which student copied 
and which student allowed his/her work to be copied, both students will receive a zero. 
Corrective Action 1 st offense: Warning from the instructor 2 nd offense: Call home 3rd offense: 
referral Disclaimer: I do reserve the rights to write a referral at any time if the offense is 
considered extreme enough. 
  
UCHS BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS Technology in the classroom is for learning purposes, not 
distraction. Chromebooks should be used as part of the learning process. Cell phones: Students 
may NOT have cell phones in the classroom unless they are given specific, verbal permission to 
do so. Cell phones should be turned off and stored in a student’s bag and should not be taken 
out unless the teacher has given permission for the student to do so. It is entirely the teacher’s 
discretion to allow cell phones or to not allow cell phones in order to protect a positive, 
distraction free learning space[T1] . 
  
  
------------------------detach below, signed and return for extra credit -------------------------------------- 
  
I have read and understand the class guidelines described in Ms. Krueger’s syllabus. 
  
  
___________________________       _________________________________________ 
Student’s Signature Parent/Guardian’s Signature 
  
  
 ___________________________  __________________________________ 
Student’s Name (PRINTED) Parent/Guardian’s Name (PRINTED) 
 Contact Info (Cell Phone, Email Address, etc.)  

 

 

_____________________________________________________________  

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_-5261780362059860182__msocom_1

